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The President said the point was well taken. Governor
Dennison said he thought we should experience little diffi-
culty from Pierpont. Stanton said none whatever.

I remarked the fact was not to be controverted that we
had treated with the existing government and could not
ignore our own acts. The President and a portion of the
Cabinet had, in establishing the new State of West Vir-
ginia, recognized the validity of the government of Vir-
ginia and of Pierpont's administration, which had given its
assent to that division. Without that consent no division
could legally have taken place. I had differed with others
in that matter, but consistency and the validity of our
own act required us to continue to acknowledge the ex-
isting government. It was proper we should enforce the
Federal authority, and it was proper we should aid Gov-
ernor Pierpont, whose government was recognized and
established. In North Carolina a legal government was
now to be organized and the State reestablished in her
proper relations to the Union.

Inquiry had been made as to army news on the first
meeting of the Cabinet, and especially if any information
had been received from Sherman. None of the members
had heard anything, and Stanton, who makes it a point to
be late, and who has the telegraph in his Department, had
not arrived. General Grant, who was present, said he
was hourly expecting word. The President remarked it
would, he had no doubt, come soon, and come favorable,
for he had last night the usual dream which he had pre-
ceding nearly every great and important event of the
War. Generally the news had been favorable which suc-
ceeded this dream, and the dream itself was always the
same. I inquired what this remarkable dream could be.
He said it related to your (my) element, the water; that
he seemed to be in some singular, indescribable vessel,
and that he was moving with great rapidity towards an in-
definite shore; that he had this dream preceding Sumter,
Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, Stone River, Vicksburg,